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SYNOPSIS
The young man whose auftntures are

told by the author enlisted in the Texas
Rangers and followed the fortunes of his
command through those trying days when
theIono Star State was battling for its
independence In the previous chapter his
party was riding before a prairie lire the
heros horse was exhausted and escape
from a fiery death seemed impossible

liy horse stumbled and fell dead into a
pit which 1 had not noticed in my fright I
saw in an instant where I was I had landed
in the boitomof a buffalo sink not uncom-
mon

¬

on the Western prairies These sinks
were made by the buffaloes in the following
manner Occasionally a large lone rock or
bowlder would 1J found on those bare
stretches and the lmilaloes constantly
rubbed and stamped around it mnkjng
an excavation into the center of which the
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pxk gradually settled until it was sur
rjounded by a circular pit sometimes eight
oe 10 fectbelow the surrounding surface
and perhaps 20 feet in diameter where the
rain collected when there was any and
there the animals rolled and wallowed and
pawed making the hole deeper and larger
Jily horse had fallen across the rock at the
bottom and quick as a flash I saw that the

might save nc as the sink would
make a break in the fire line

Whipping out my knife I ripped open the
dead animal and tearing out the viscera I
crouched under him close to the rock and
thrust my head and shoulders into the
cavernous interior as the fire approached
A minute later the flames had leaped over
jne and gone on and I was saved without
even a scorching

I sat down on the black earth to think it
over and as I was sitting there I heard the
clatter of horses hoofs and glancing to
the northeast saw a body of men coming
directly towards me I believed them to be
Mexicans but I was desperate I didnt care
who they were nor where they were going

As they came very close I recognized
Degiff and the Iiieutenant It was the
band As they came up it was now dawn
Degiff gave a shout that could have been
heard almost to the Hio Grande Every one
was dumbfounded at seeing me rhey
came and shook my hand every one of
them just like they ilo now at a- - church
meeting when a new member is admitted
They spoke not a word When the last
one had taken my hand Iarose and Degiff
legan to sing that old song about The
Prodigal Son and then Praise the Lord
and we all joined in the song of The Jxvo
for One Another

It was a joyous reunion there on that
blackened prairie on the frontier of Texas
The Lieutenant made a sliorl speech on
the blessings God had bestowed upon us
lie said he had never prayed hut a few
times never in public wasn t a churchman
hut he was going to offer thanks to God
We all knelt around him upon the black
earth and such a pathetic prayer as he
prayed then I had never heard liefore
nor since We all shouted Amen and
wiping the tears from our eyes we asked in
one What now

The Lieutenant said we would first
arrange to travel and then they would
tell how they escaped and would listen to
my adventure They had three extra
horses with them and mounting one I
legan at once to tell how I escaped and
they in turn related to me the story of their
own deliverance

When we started off we were in the wake
of a drove of wild mustangs said the
Lieutenans They cut to the northeast
and our horses followed We soon reached
a little creek that had running in
Jt and on the other side the grass was
fjhort as it had evidently been burned a
uhort while back

When we reached the far bank we stop-
ped and asked if all wore there We began
by iiumberingealling out the number and
we found that only SO were present You
know is 81 hi all of us so we began to
isk who was absent

Degiff said he expected you were as
you seemed to le not thoroughly aroused
when he left you

Your name was called but no answer
Then we knew that you were gone and we
expected to tind ymi a charred mass some
where on the prairie He ceased talking
and his voice wax at a whisper

We again sirtd out across the prairie
to tho border It was a sicUeiiing scene
The black prairie was strewn with the
dead bodies of antelopes rabbits and
horses

We traveled until noon when wc came
to a tributary of the Nueces Kiver

The fire had originated on the southern
bank of thestream so by crossing over onto
fhe northern hank wo found a fresh and
welcoming land

The Lieutenant told us he lelieved the
fired tiie grass to drive us away or

destroy us but Degiff said he believed they
would have tired closer to us but I sided
with the Lieutenant as the Indians had
had just alout time to reach this place
when the light against the skv was seen
It matters not how the lire originated 1 had
almost a miraculous ecaic from death I
know

We had a pleasant trip from the Nueces
across the country to the Hio GTanile
reaching that noted river on 1cb 1 1843

The river was broad and deep where we
pitched our tents we only saved two out
of tho fire on tho prairie in the little
green allev The grass wis green on
this first day of i Vbruary The river went
sweeping by in a curve At the north limit
of tho valley stood a Mexican hacienda
Surrounding it was a garden and to tho
south of us a spring bubbled out fresh
cold water It was a splendid place for

miners nut very near tlie enemy s country
describe our camping placeas it was to be

our home for Home time and there was to
be enat ted the principal part of my story

We arraugfil our camp with as much
order as wc knew how and considered
everything ready for a scrap with the
enemy in case he should invade our terri-
tory

A MEXICAN HACIENDA

I scouted in the north of the valley to see
in what condition thing were After mak-
ing my rounds and seeing nothing of the
enemy I ventured to call at the hacienda

I have said before that I was able to
speak tho Spanish language therefore
I considered myself capable of conversing
Willi the Mexican should 3io be at home
The trouble that me was I did not
know anything about their manners and
customs and was liable to incur th- - enmity
of them by some of my actions but I would
risk It being very fond of adventure

1 rode up to the garden fence which was
several yards from tho hacienda and in
Spanish desired to know if air one was at
Come

A young lady a Spanish woman of about
18 years a very pretty brunette came to
the door and asked what was wanted
I hardly knew what I did want so I replied
that I wanted to purchase soirii garlic
She nodded and asked mo to come in to
the house I did not know whether to
venture farther or not but I could not
disobey the beautiful young brunette s
request hitching my ixny to the gatepost
I stepped lightly across the garden to the
doorway

The young lady came to the door and
asked

Your title
Karl Prest I replied
Tills is the home of the Scnorifss DeAtt

3Iy name is Inez DeAtt My aunt she
leu in a ladv from an adjoining room
her title is DeAtt also

She motioned me to a chair I sat down
and we tho young lady and It were soon
talking over tho condition of the country
I did not want to talk on that tonic but
she would talk on no other and linally
asked me if 1 was a Texas Kanger

Xow that was a Jstunner I did not
know how to answer her but I didnt see
any reason why 1 shouldnt tell the truth
as sho would find out my tnie colors before
I was at ttiat place very long so I openly
told her I was and that the band down tho
river was tlie company to which i belonged

She clapped her hands and shouted to
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SnE was the First Woman I had
Ever Kissed

auntie that here was a true Texan That
placed me in a very uncomfortable position
for I didnt think that she would rejoice at
findinir that I was a lexan soldier so 1

at once reminded her that I wanted to
purchase some garlic for our men incamp

Taking a little cap and placing it on her
head she bade me follow her out into the
garden talking all the time She in-
formed

¬

me that the Mexican soldiers had
killed her father and then her aunt came to
live with her She hated the Mexicans
and loved tlie Texans She said her mother
was an American and had died in New
Orleans several years ago I asked her
where her uncle was and also her husband
She exclaimed

My aunt has never married neither
have I for I am only 17

quick WOOING

So thinking Iliad been at the hacienda
long enough I very politely informed her
that I must be going She asked me to
call again the next day and as I was turn
ing to go sue placed nerwell modeieil rose
tinted lips near mine and I at once kssed
them Oh that kiss The lirst time my
lips had ever touched n womans and hers
so pure so lovely so fascinating It was
as a dream a moment only and I was on
my horse heading for camp

As I turned the bend of the river I looked
back and there at the door of the hacienda
stead Inez waving a white handkerchief
as a good by salutation I waved mycap
and galloped on

That night I told my pard Degiff about
my adventure at Ihe hacienda He
laughed at me about going courting the
first day on the border I might have told
him about tlie kiss if he had not laughed
at me hut as he did so I kept that part of
the adventure to myself I never carried
the garlic into camp as I knew no one
would eat it and I didnt want tho Lieu-
tenant

¬

to know where I had been It only
cost me25 cents and I considered that kiss
worth more than that

Next morning Degiff said he would scout
tho north as I had made a courting busi ¬

ness out of my scouting up that wav I
knew it was a plea to get to see tlie senorita
so 1 decided I would let him goand I would
scout the north in the evening

At noon while we wre resting and let-
ting

¬
the pickets guard the camp Degiff

told me that he cal d at the hacienda and
saw tlie lovely senorita but as lie could
talk but little Spanish and her English
was weak his conversation was not very
long and he didnt derive much from it
but that he would scout the north again in
the afternoon as lie saw some sign of Mexi-
cans

¬

in the morning JJut I said no since
he had made a courting affair out of his
scouting the north I would scout that
country myself that evening I explained
to him that all the Mexicans or trace of
Mexicans that he saw were the senorita
and her aunt He smiled it was true I
asked him if the old woman or the young
one bade him good by ho replied that tho
young one did I asked him in a joking
way if she kissed him ut the door He said
no but he had a notion of kissing her
He was telling the truth I could see that
I asked him if she mentioned my leing
there th evening before and ho replied
that she did and expressed a hope that I
would call again

I scouted the north that evening and
called at the hacienda The k xlies seemed
to Ixj very glad to see mo I talked with
them quite awhile and Inez walked with
me to the garden gate and as 1 was aliout
to pass through jdie put up those lovely
lips for a kLss again which thev got with-
out

¬

the slightest delay Mounting my
horse 1 waved my cap and gallojied away

1 learned from her that sue and her aunt
raised vegetables for the market at a own
a few miles below on the river She asked
me if I thought the Hangers would like to
purchase somo vegetables whereupon I
told her I supposed they would but the
commander would allow no one to conioinside the pickets and that the man Degiff
and I were tlie only ones allowed to pass
out I would see about the purchase ofvegetables If they desired any I would
come after them It was all a fuse aboutthe commanders orders I told her that to
keep her away from camp tor tile fact was
I was jealous already

So this scouting continued Sometimes
it would 1 Degiff in the north and some
times I and sometimes we would drawstrawstosewho would scout nlmut tlie lihjyviT scouted north would always callat tlie haciendu to inquire if any Mexicanshad lieen seen and the inquirer generallystayed long enough
times

to inquire several
One time as I was taking leave of thesweet little senorita and sho had pre¬

sented thoso lovely lips for the kiss I hudgiven them so often 1 poignantly asked herif she gave them to Degiff to kiss and sheblushingly said One time only I askedher when was that and she informed methat it had Iiecn tho second time he called
aiid hothen asked her for the privilege butshe had refused him over since

Till UEUTI5NAXT TAKES A HAND

When I returned on that day the Lieu ¬

tenant sent for me 1 sunnosed he had n
special scouting to be done or wanted to
kiiow mo rcsuu oi lo uays work in that
lil

When I entered his tent ho was reading
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in a Testament that he had brought with
him Ho politely asked mo to be seated on
a log and twisting his mustache and look-
ing

¬

at mo with his keen eyes he said
I havo been informed that you have

been making it a practico during your
scouting to call at the little house up the
valley

Yes sir I replied but may I ask who
told vou

I will tell you it was Degiff your com-
panion

¬

scout He reports that you go
there often

Very true very tnio But did you
know that Degiff went to tlie house every
timo he scouts in the north

No but it is this way you and Degiff
will neither one go there again if you value
your safety Thoso people are Mexicans
and you know Mexicans cannot lie trusted

They say they bate the Mexicans and
as they live in Texas I supposed they wero
menus they act tliat way

Prest if you go to that house again
without my orders to do so I will havo you
plunged into the river and Degiff will re-
ceive

¬

the same orders and he bowed mo
out of the tent

As I walked away I resolved to givo
Degiff a good thrashing It was evident
that he loved Inez and she had treated him
a little coldly and he thought it prudent to
get me out of his way But ho had hurt
himself also though not as bad as I would
hurt him when I got a foul at him On tho
way back to where tho boys were having a
game of loo I met Degiff

Accosting him I said I understand that
you have been meddling with affairs that
would have been ljetter if let alone

Sir oo I siJcratand that you wish to
insult mo

No I replied with steel in my tone but
why did you tell the Lieutenant about my
visits at the hacienda

Ilo wanted to know ho replied with
enrtness

No ho didnt I said
Do you say I lied lie scornfully asked
That is just what I say I replied
Well have to fight he returned
Very good I replied before I was con-

scious
¬

of what I had done but I would not
leg off I had never seen a duel and
had hut little idea how it was to be but I
knew that it was kill DegilT or die by 1 lis
hand It was decided that we should light
next morning

That night after supper it was an-
nounced

¬

taat the Lieutenant would make a
talk to his men at his quarters and ho
wanted all to lie present except tho pickets
I thought I would escape hearing Ills speech
as the subordinate had detailed me to be on
picket guard that night Hut the sul- -
ordinate came and told me that ho had de-
tailed

¬

another man to occupy the post until
ft and that I would take it then

This was very unsatisfactory to me as I
didnt want to hear the Lieutenant for I
knew on whatsubject hewas going lospeak
but I would have to no and hoar him it
might bo that he could get Degiff on more
numane icrms i did not want to be killed
nor to kill but if I had it to do I would cer
tainly try to get the first shot Wo wero
soon at tiie Lieutenant s font He stationed
Degiff and me side by side in front Clear-
ing

¬

his throat ho proceeded to sneak I
lo not remember all he said but among
tuner unrigs

I do notsee why men want to fight duels
take a friends a brothers life Tlie Hible
says their soul will find a place in hell
Are we Christians Yea Nay Chris-
tians

¬

do not duel It is barbarous Wc
were sent out here to protect the border from
tho Mexicans and from the savages and
now two of our men our two most noted
scouts on whom we depend for safetj are
going to act as savages He made an
hour talk and then DegilT got up and in-
formed

¬

I m hatthoduel would be fought at
9 oclock ni xt morning

didnt claim to be a duellist but Degiff
was boasting around camp that this duel
would be Ids third My thoughts ran
back to my home at New Orleans there was
a gray headed uncle awaiting my return
If he never heard of me he would suppose I
fell in battle while bravely fighting

I thought of the pretty senorita and
how I loved her I knew now beyond tho
shadow of a doubt that I loved Inez and I
was confident that she loved me How I
would like to carry back with me to New
Orleans this girl as my wife and present
her to my uncle as a new niece

A SUDDEN SUMMONS
A little after midnight as I sat dreamily

at my post I saw some one approaching
me from outside of the lines I immediately
demanded that the iierson come forward
and give an account of himself To my
surprise the answer came in Spanish and
in tlie voice of a woman

The person came up to me and liehveen
sobs and cries told me that she was the
aged woman from the hacienda and that
ttie Indians had broken in upon them
captured Inez and carried her off with
them

I soon decided on my plan I would go
ai once anu get someone to go with me
We would try to overtake the savages and
by some stratagem get tho girl away Hut
I was puzzled to know what to do with the
old woman She would not return and if
i carrieu ncr to the Lieutenant s quarters
the whole camp would want to turn out and
pursue the llceing savages that would
never do the girl could never bo takenaway from them bv force alive

So bidding the woman to stay at my
post i weni 10 me subordinate olllcerawakening him I told my story in as few
words as possible

He bellied me to decide on a plan He
would send Mat Gordon with mo to occupy
my iiost until 5 oclock when new guards
wouiu nc piaceu at tne pickets and would
cautiously conduct tho woman to his tent
where no one would le likely to find out
her prepense I aroused Mat and we
noiseicssly caught our horses and passing
out at mypost hurried t tho hacienda in
order to get the trail of tho Indians

Mat had his fighting blood warm thatnight and cursing said lie would kill tho
vagabonds at siglit but I told him not to
shoot until I did and explaining to hirn
how too qitfck action might lie for the
worse he agreed to act strictly under my
orders

At the hacienda wo found they had
battered down the door captured the young
woman and hurriedly left I got off my
horse and creeping along on the ground
looked for sign of the savages and saw
horsetracks leading northward as to the
number 1 could not tell

Mat had lived among the Indians rt
prisoner some seven or eight months and
no said they would keep near the Hio
Grande until morning and then would
probably tike a northeastern course

We rode at a lively pace as we knew the
Indians were traveling fast and they had
an hours advance The riding that night
and the next morning I think was the
fastest i ixeling I ever did excepting the
race at tho Colorado and tho run from tlie
prairie fire

AlOiit daylight wo saw a light in tlie
distance near the river

The Indians said Mat
As we got very closo to tho savages we

saw they were aliout r in number They
had stopped in a littlo thicket but nowhere
could wo see Inez

To bo continued

The Free Homes Act
Some weeks ago we published the sub ¬

stance of Delegate Flynns Free Homes
Dill and since that time there have been
numerous calls for the text of the act
We therefore print it below verbatim
An Act Providing for free homesteads on

the public lands for actual and bona fide
M ttlcis and reserving the public lands
for that purpose
He it enacted by the Senate and House

of Iteprcbcntatives ot the United States
of America in Congress assembled That
all settlers under the homestead laws of
the United States upon the agricultural
public lands which have already been
opened to settlement acquired prior to the
paxsnge of this Act by treaty or agreement
from the various Indian tribes who have
resided or shall hereafter reside upon the
tract entered in good faith for the period
required by existing law shall be entitled
to a patent for the land so entered upon
the payment to the local land olliccrs of
the usual and customary fees and no
other or further charge of any
kind whatsoever filiall be required
from such settler to entitlo him
to a pnteut for tho land covered
by hi entry Provided That tho right to
commute any such entry end pay for said
lauds iu the option of acy such settler and
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in tho time and nt Uc priigs now fixed by
existing laws shrill remain in fall force
and effect Provided however That nil
sums of money so leleasad which if not
released would belong to ahy Indian tribe
shall be paid to sucji Indian tribe by the
United States and that in the event that
the proceeds of the annual sales of the
public lands shall not be sufficient to meet
the payments heretofore provided for agri-
cultural

¬

colleges and experimental sta-
tions

¬

by an Act b Congress approved
August 30th 1800 for the more completo
endowment and support of the colleges for
the benefit of ngncnltnrll- and mechanic
arts established under the provisions of
nn Act of Congress approved July 2d
1S02 such deficiency shall he paid by the
United States And provided further That
no lands shall be herein included on which
tho United States Clovcrnment had made
valuable improvements or lands that have
been sold at public auction by said Gov-
ernment

¬

Sec 2 That nil Acts or parts of Acts
inconsistent with the provisions of this
Act are hereby repealed

Approved May 17 1000

ROASTED LOCUSTS

Delicacies of the Season at Mafeklng
Mafeking Correspondence of GalignanVs

Messenger

1 will not here say ranch about the
food question at the present moment It is
discreet not to do so and it is a matter
which with others will keep until the
war is over and the time comes to tell
the story of Mafeking in its entirety But
I may tell of a collation to which I was
invited a few niuhts ago by some soldier
friends When I turned up to supper I
found that the men had a simple meal
and one that few at home would consider
as a dainty Wc began with tea without
sugar or milk and nn ounce of bread each
I was advised to keep the latter for the
savory that was to follow and when that
was placed on the table I found that it
consisted ot a plate of locusts that had
been captured during the day when n
blizzard of those insects was winging its
way over tho town Earlier I had seen
knots of Kalllrs tucking away thou-
sands

¬

ot locusts over by the railway shed
where negroes most do congregate with
offal and all other kinds of savage food ¬

stuffs with which to appease their hunger
Tlie dish did not look inviting but after
I had made a timid advance upon the
mass I became enamored of it and at the
finish voted locust n dish worthy of the
gods Tlie locust is like no other creat-
ure

¬

that Hies He is a shrimp taken from
the sea and supplied with sets of wings
He looks like a shrimp when the wings
are taken off and ho is more like one
when he has been deprived of his big
head and he tastes like a shrimp with a
slightly nutty Havor They fly over the
place in the form of a dense brown cloud
and as they pass overhead they resemble
a dense snowstorm on a sunshiny day
Thousands of them came to earth with a
rattle and they beat themselves against
the iron roofs with the sound of falling
pebbles When the llight is afar the
winged army look for all the world like
the smoke it a vast conflagration The
KafCrs gather them in sacks and one al-

ways
¬

knows when the harvest has been
good the negro lias a well fed appear ¬

ance 1 hoard vesterdav that a Scotch
cart load of natives had been brought to
the hospital suffering from the effects of
over eating the insects but the rumor has
not been confirmed up to date

Gold In the Philippines
George V Decker in Kcribncrs

Gold is found at an endless number of
points in the Philippines almost every
stream which cuts the older rocks carry-
ing

¬

some dust mid auriferous quartz
veins also are known at several points in
Luzon and in Mindanao- I have been
able to obtain no information warranting
the belief that thoiV is any highly import-
ant

¬

gold field in the archipelago The na-

tives
¬

are extremely skilful with the pun
and have boon exploiting the graves for
centuries They also understand salting
a mine I do not believe they have left
any great prizes in the way of placers
and to some extent they have also
worked the quartz I consider the gold
resources of the Philippines comparable
with those of the Carolinas and Georgia
rather than with those of Colorado or Cal-

ifornia
¬

The resources of Mindanao are
not so unknown as many suppose Com
petent experts made examinations years
ago in each of the auriferous provinces
Misamis and Suriago and neither of them
reported encouraging results Great cau-
tion

¬

Miouhl be exercised in seeking to de ¬

velop gold mining in the Philippine
Islands

Old Dr Yerncst whose fame is an heirloom
in families the world oier was a remarkable
example of robust manhood He lived 101
years and had it not been for an accident
which resulted fatilly there is no telling
how many years he would have survived
He is known to fame chiefly from the fact that
he prescribed a remedy of roots and herbs
known as the Swedish Essence of Life This
remarkable medicine by removing disease
germs from Ihe blood 1103 ah action that affects
the entire system Ittoiies up the stomach
and creates an appetite vrtirks on the liver
and has a mild continuous effect upon the
liowcls thus cleaning unique entire system

it makes new rich hoolivgiiIatc3 tho heart
and kidneys and rids thobody of all waste
matter It also iuduccsa gentle jierspiratioii

thus preventing fevers ami congestion Ithcu
matism backache and headache bilious-

ness

¬

and all nervous nlifcascs arc rapidly
cured as well as diseases peculiar to women
No one need trouble theiusevs to doubt
whether this remedy will do all these things
as you can havo a free trial package lirst and
see what it does for you N

Zaegels Swedish Ksscncc is so well known
that probaWy quite a uumlier of our readers
arc already using it hut this makes no differ ¬

ence as a free trial package will be sent to
everyone who writes Do not neglect to get
in your application at once Tho best way
is to sit down this minute writo a letter to
M 11 Zacgcl Co ox 815 Sheboygan
Wis and say that you want a trial package
of Swedish ICsscnce of Life This will be sent
you by mail and is large enough to convince
you of the merit of this iclebwtcd household
remedy A 2 cent stamp should he enclosed
in your letter to pay the ostago on this free
sample Write for it to day
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EVERYDAY LIFE OF
ABRAHAM LINCOLN
Continued from llrct pace

wurmest campaign I have witnessed dur-
ing

¬

tin war
Tho next day at noon tho General

waited upon tho President to reccivo his
commission Tho interview took placo in
the Cabinet room There were present
besides the members of the Cabinet Gen
Halleck a member of Congress two of Gen
Grants staff otllcers his eldest son Fred-
erick

¬

D Grant and the Presidents private
secretary

The ceremony was simple the President
saying as he proffered the papers The
Nations appreciation of what you have
done and its reliance upon you for what
remains to bo dono in tlie existing great
struggle are now presented with this com-
mission

¬

constituting you Lieutcnant
Genernl in tho Armvof the United States
With this high honor devolves upon you
also a corresponding responsibility As
the country herein trusts you so under
God it will sustain yqu I scarcely need
to add that with what I here speak for the
Nation goes my own hearty personal con-
currence

¬

Tho General responded briefly prom-
ising

¬

to accept the commission with grati
tudo for the high honor conferred With
the aid of the noble armies that have fought
on so many fields for our common country
it will be my earnest endeavor not to dis-
appoint

¬

your expectations I feol tho full
weight of the responsibilities now devolv-
ing

¬

on me and I know that if they are met
it will be duo to those armies and above
nil to tho favor of that Providence which
leads lioth nations and men
GRANT COULDNT STAY TO DINNER

Heforo assuming personal command of
the Army of tho Potomac as he had de
termined to do Gen Grant round it neces-
sary

¬

to return once more to the Wast In
his partinir interview with Mr Lincoln
he was urged to remain to dinner the next
day anrl meet a brilliant party whom the
ladyof the Whito House had invited to do
him special honor The General answered
apologetically Mrs Lincoln must ex
cuse me I must be in 1 ennessee at a given
time Rut we cant excuse you said the
President Mrs Lincolns dinner with-
out

¬

you would bo Hamlet with Hamlet
left out I appreciato tho honor Mrs
Lincoln would do me said the General
but time is very important now I ought

to be at the front and a dinner to mo means
a million dollars a day lost to the country
Mr Lincoln was pleased with this answer
and said cheerfully Well well have the
dinner without you

To he continued

CAMPAIGN LITERATURE

One Huadred and Sixty Million Pieces of Lit-
erature

¬

Sent Out to Win Votes
L A Coolidgo in Ainslces

It has been said that the distribution of
literature has come to be about the most im-
portant

¬

feature of tho National Committees
work This phase of campaigning has
reached truly colossal projiortions The
head of the literary bureau of a National
Committee must be a man of rare judg ¬

ment of varied resources anil of unusual
executive ability Tho head of tho Re-
publican

¬

literary bureau in 1800 was Perry
S Heath now Assistant Postmaster
General Tho head of tho Democratic
bureau was Daniel McConville of Ohio
Documents wero sent out from lioth head-
quarters

¬

by the ton Tlie Republican com
mitteo distributed over JfoO0O000 pieces
of literature Over 16000 packages were
sent by freight or express and over 130
carloads of printed matter In the ship
ping department alono 275 people were
employed- - The distribution by the Demo
cratic committee was almost equally large

The work has been reduced to a science
Kacli committee has lists of voters which
are furnished originally by the various
local committees in States and Congression-
al

¬

Districts and those lists are so arranged
that so fJr as possible just the right kind
of document will be sent to each voter and
just the right kind of argument will he
presented to each mind Tlie Republican
and Democratic National Committees to¬

day each have at least 3000000 names on
their lists Jsy fir the larger proportion
of documents distributed are speeches
in Con ress which go out under Congres
sional franks thus reducing immensely
the expenditure fjr postage Of such
g eat advantage is this that in the Con-
gressional

¬

session immediately preceding
a Presidential campaign many speeches
are made chiefly with a view to their dis
tribution Kntire liooks have been in-
serted

¬

in the Congressional Record in this
way In a recent Congress Tom John
son the millionaire Congressman from
Ohio printed as a part of his srieech Henry
Georges book on Progress and Poverty
and this was sent out by the hundreds of
thousands under Congressional franks
Of course the National Committees have
to lear tho expense of paper and printing

This class of documents is far from
comprising all that go out The literary
bureau of a National Committee is a great
workshop Tlie Republican Committee
in 1895 employed 27 writers most of them
specialists on the tariff on currency and
oi other topics of a political nature and
these men wero kept busy at headquarters
constantly preparing timely material as
the occasion might demand Much of this
work was sent out through the newspapers
and three or four columns of matt r for this
purpose wero prepared every day State ¬

ments cards explanations interviews
were distributed to the press in the guise of
news One of the rooms at headquarters
was lined with books cf reference and
two or three men were kept busy all the
time responding to telegrams from all over
tho country asking fir information on all
sorts of questions A speaker assigned to
talk in a given town would pick up tho local
opiKxsitioii paper on his arrival and find
a shitement about the tariff or aliout the
currency which he thought he ought to
refr to on the platform that night He
would telegraph promptly to headquarters
for exact information and within an hour
or two he would receive a reply telling him
exactly how he could meet the point which
nail been raised binuiar inquiries would
come daily trom editors of newspapers
in remote district which lacked reference
facilities of their own The press bureau
was a highly iniiortaiit adjunct to the
literary department Over 12000 news
papers were furnished with plate matter
patent insides and occasional editorials
Hiilletins wero sent daily by telecranh at
the expense or tne committee to iiki morn-
ing

¬

news pa pens and to 150 afternoon prints
These bulletins ranged all tho way from
um to uo words m length

There wero special departments for
almost every conceivable class of popula-
tion

¬

Men wero kept busy preparing
documents in German Swedish Danish
Polish and Hebrew which were to be sent
to localities where any one of these langu ¬

ages happened to prevail There was a
colored bureau winch had charge of all
questions relating to tho colored vote
sending out literature to convince the
negro that his interests lay in continuing
to support tho Republican party There
was a womans bureau under tho chargo
of Mrs J Ellen Foster who had 15 women
in her department preparing for distribution
literature calculated to affect favorably the
feminine mind Kor it is recognized by the
politicians that although there are few
States where women aro allowed to vote
there is not one in which they do not exer-
cise

¬

a great and sometimes decisive inllu
enco u Kin the ballot There wero depart1
nients to look after commercial travelers
bicycling saving institutions and life
insurance companies

Warning to Comrades
We are informed by olliccrs and com-

rades
¬

of the Grand Army Posts at Little
Rock Ail and Hot Springs Ark that
a woman styling herself Mrs Emerson
Tracey and Mrs E II Traeey claiming
to be from Washington T C and a Vice
President of the Society of the UaiiRhtcis
of the Revolution has been engaged iu
lleecing comrades by borrowing money up ¬

on one pretext or another and then leav-
ing

¬

for parts unknown We have no
knowledge of this woman nside from the
information above illudcd to

What Hurts
Detroit Journal

The other side observed the candi-
date

¬

in much apprehension aro putting
some damaging reports in circulation

Rut no money to speak of rejoined
the chairman of the campaign committee
complacently
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